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Charges Lmk^ 
Between Reds, 
Freedom Riders 

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -Br: 
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i highway patrol, 

1 merged f h u r.s <J a f -^Freedom 
j Rides" Were “directed, inspired 
I and planned by known Commu- 

I nists. 

i The charge brought an almost 
immediate denial from a New 
York official of the Congress of 
j- Racial Equality. 

! Birdson told a news conference 
; or least two riders arrested dur- 
in K efforts to desegregate Jack- 
i mi.-i transportation facilities at- 
| (ended a soviet-directed seminar 
j in Cuba last Febuary. 

I. He said 202 American students 
ai™ 1 ,5Sr lrl P 10 Havana and 
oPYROWFesses by nine officials 
1 °f Soviet Russia “to teach that 
i,s.udenu how to make sit-ins, 
i; walk-ins, kn eel-ins and Freedom ^ 
]i Hides.” • - ' f 

;) Two Answer Questions 

i The news conference was con- 
ducted at the highway patrol 
;! head-quarters here by Birdsong' 

■! afler a brief statement on one / 
rider's background was handed! 

1 to newsmen. Birdsong and Art'/ 
Richardson, patrol public infor-' 

(, mation officer, both answered / 1 
I questions in Birdsong’s name. /j 
Birdsong told newsmen the Con-.,] 
i gress of Racial Equality was res* (/ 
j ponsible for the freedom rides T| 
iand was a Communist front/, 
group. " t; 

Earlier this week. Gordon Carey f 
of New York, field director Ml 
CORE, told newsmen here hey 
planned the rides in February. »r 
Birdsong said other Freedom It 
Riders had records of auto theft, [ I 
burglary, grand larceny and Urn?, 
desirable discharges from mili-ilj 
tary service. He did not Identify!' 
those riders. 1 

Some, he said, were “commu-f ‘ 
nist backed, pawns in the hands A 
of Communist powers that be v " j . 

Birdsong, a retired Mississippi ' 
Nation rl Guard . officer and i 
founder of the highway patrolM 
years ago, said the two rider!: a 
who had attended the Havana] 0 
meeting were: ^ I 

Katherine Picune, Jl-year-oki fi. 
white mimeograph operator front B 
Chicago, arrested on breacii c# » 
peace charges When she arrlv#/4vii 
as a Freedom Rider June m, // / 
And James Robert WahlsimfaHI 
t-year-oid University ot \ l ’\ #§fa I 
in student from. Madison . j | 
rrested with a group a 'tl 
une 6. f 
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lean states such as Missis, 'A 
which has systematically . 

W American citisens vt color 
'rimrtitutionai rights,” 5 
"•died Birdsong's state- 
smear campaign. 
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